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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An image pickup system comprising a commander, 
a video camera and a display device; 

wherein said commander includes: 

a microphone for obtaining an audio signal; 

command information storing means for storing a 
plurality of kinds of command information; 

command information generating means for generating 
a plurality of kinds of command information which 
correspond to a plurality of different operations performed 
by a user, the generation of the command information being 
carried out on the basis of said plurality of kinds of 
command information which are stored in said command 
information storing means; and 

transmitting means for transmitting said audio 
signal and said command information as transmitted 
information; 

wherein said video camera includes: 

image pickup means |or obtaining an image pickup 
signal by imaging an object; 

receiving means for receiving said transmitted 
information; 

recording and reproducing means for recording and 
reproducing said image pickup signal to and from a 
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recording medium; 

image information storing means for storing a 
plurality of kinds of image information; 

display-ready video signal generating means for 
generating a display-ready video signal based on the image 
pickup signal reproduced from said recording medium by said 
recording and reproducing means and said image information; 

transmitting means for transmitting said display- 
ready video signal; 

controlling means for controlling said image pickup 
means , said recording and reproducing means and said 
display-ready video signal generating means in accordance 
with any one of a plurality of operation modes; and 

an operation mode setting switch for setting one of 
said plurality of operation modes; and 

wherein said display device includes: 

receiving means for receiving said display-ready 
video signal transmitted from said transmitting means of 
said video camera; and 

displaying means for displaying an image 
represented by the received display-ready video signal. 

2. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said video camera and said display device are 
separate entities. 
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3. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said display device is so shaped as to be worn by 
the user on the head. 

4. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said commander and said video camera are separate 
entities . 

5. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said video camera, said display device and said 
commander are separate entities. 

6. An image pickup system according to claim 5, 
wherein a signal transmission is performed by a wireless 
transmission system between said transmitting means of said 
commander and said receiving means of said video camera, 
and between said transmitting means of said video camera 
and said receiving means of said display device. 

7. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said image information storing means stores a 
plurality of kinds of image information constituting a 
graphic user interface capability. 

8. An image pickup system according to claim 7, 
wherein, in accordance with the operation mode set by said 
operation mode setting switch, said controlling means 
controls said display-ready video signal generating means 
to generate said display-ready video signal by use of 
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different kinds of image information read from said image 
information storing means and said image pickup signal 
obtained by said image pickup means. 

9. An image pickup system according to claim 7 , 
wherein said display-ready video signal generating means 
generates a pointer constituting part of said graphic user 
interface capability on the basis of said image 
information* 

10. An image pickup system according to claim 9, 
wherein said controlling means moves said pointer within a 
frame on the basis of the signal received by said receiving 
means of said video camera. 

11. An image pickup system according to claim 9, 
wherein said commander includes moving state detecting 
means for detecting self -movements of the commander brought 
about by the user, and wherein said command information 
generating means of said commander generates command 
information based on the movements detected by said moving 
state detecting means. 

12. An image pickup system according to claim 10, 
wherein, upon receipt of a signal including a predetermined 
command transmitted from said commander, said controlling 
means moves said pointer only unidirectionally on the basis 
of the transmitted signal. 
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13. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
further comprising holding means for movably holding said 
video camera. 

14. An image pickup system according to claim 13, 
wherein said controlling means of said video camera moves 
said video camera by controlling said holding means on the 
basis of the command information from said commander. 

15". An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said plurality of operation modes include an image 
pickup mode in which said image pickup means picks up those 
images of an object which are recorded as image pickup 
signals to said recording means, and an edit mode in which 
the image pickup signals recorded earlier to said recording 
medium in said image pickup mode are edited. 

16. An image pickup system according to claim 15 , 
wherein said image pickup mode includes a standby mode in 
which images based on the image pickup signals obtained by 
said image pickup means are displayed on said displaying 
means but in which said imacje pickup signals are not 
recorded to said recording medium, and a recording mode in 
which the images based on said image pickup signals 
obtained by said image pickup means are displayed on said 
displaying means and in which said image pickup signals are 
recorded to said recording medium. 

Ill 



17. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein, in accordance with each of said plurality of 
operation modes, said controlling means accepts a specific 
part of the information received by said receiving means 
and ignores the remainder of the received information. 

18. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said display device includes a microphone for 
generating an audio signal and transmitting means for 
transmitting said audio signal. 

19. An image pickup system according to claim 1, 
wherein said recording medium is a disk-type storage 
medium. 

20. An image pickup apparatus comprising: 
image pickup means for obtaining an image pickup 

signal by imaging an object; 

receiving means for receiving a signal which is 
supplied from an external device and which includes command 
information; 

recording and reproducing means for recording and 
reproducing said image pickup signal to and from a 
recording medium; 

image information storing means for storing a 
plurality of kinds of image information; 

display-ready video signal generating means for 
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generating a display-ready video signal based on the image 
pickup signal reproduced from said recording medium by said 
recording and reproducing means and said image information; 

transmitting means for transmitting said display- 
ready video signal; 

controlling means for controlling said image pickup 
means , said recording and reproducing means and said 
display-ready video signal generating means in accordance 
with any one of a plurality of operation modes; and 

an operation mode setting switch for setting one of 
said plurality of operation modes, 

21. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
20 , wherein said receiving means receives the signal 
transmitted over a wireless transmission line. 

22. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
20 , wherein said image information storing means stores a 
plurality of kinds of image information constituting a 
graphic user interface capability. 

23. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
20 , wherein, in accordance with the operation mode set by 
said operation mode setting switch , said controlling means 
controls said display-ready video signal generating means 
to generate said display-ready video signal by use of 
different kinds of image information read from said image 
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information storing means as well as said image pickup 
signal obtained by said image pickup means. 

24. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
22, wherein said display-ready video signal generating 
means generates a pointer constituting part of said graphic 
user interface capability on the basis of said image 
information. 

25"! An image pickup apparatus according to claim 

24 , wherein said controlling means moves said pointer 
within a frame on the basis of the signal received by said 
receiving means. 

26. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 

25 , wherein, after said receiving means has received a 
signal including a predetermined command transmitted from 
said external device, said controlling means moves said 
pointer only unidirectionally on the basis of the 
transmitted signal. 

27. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
20 , wherein said plurality pf operation modes include an 
image pickup mode in which said image pickup means picks up 
those images of an object which are recorded as image 
pickup signals to said recording means, and an edit mode in 
which the image pickup signals recorded earlier to said 
recording medium in said image pickup mode are edited. 
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28. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
27 , wherein said image pickup mode includes a standby mode 
in which images based on the image pickup signals obtained 
by said image pickup means are displayed on said displaying 
means but in which said image pickup signals are not 
recorded to said recording medium, and a recording mode in 
which the images based on said image pickup signals 
obtained by said image pickup means are displayed on said 
displaying means and in which said image pickup signals are 
recorded to said recording medium. 

29. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
20, wherein, in accordance with each of said plurality of 
operation modes, said controlling means accepts a specific 
part of the information received by said receiving means 
and ignores the remainder of the received information. 

30. An image pickup apparatus according to claim 
20, wherein said recording medium is a disk-type storage 
medium. 

31. A controller using a graphic user interface, 
comprising: 

pointer displaying means for displaying a pointer 
on a screen; 

movement command receiving means for receiving a 
movement command for moving said pointer, said movement 
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command including first and second movement designating 
information, said first movement designating information 
designating a movement in a first direction, said second 
movement designating information designating a movement in 
a second direction perpendicular to said first direction; 

operation area displaying means for displaying a 
first and a second operation area, said first operation 
area being' positioned close to one edge of said screen, 
said second operation area being located elsewhere on said 
screen and arranged to transfer control between a first and 
a second state regarding said first operation area; 

enter command receiving means for receiving an 
enter command; 

enter controlling means for providing controls 
corresponding to the position in which said pointer is 
displayed when said enter command is received by said enter 
command receiving means; and 

pointer movement controlling means for moving said 
pointer in said first state^ on the basis of said first and 
said second movement designating information, said pointer 
movement controlling means further moving said pointer in 
said second state on the basis of only one of said first or 
said second movement designating information • 

32, A controller according to claim 31, wherein 
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said movement command receiving means receives said 
movement command transmitted over a wireless transmission 
line . 

33. A controller according to claim 31 , further 
comprising intra-area controlling means for providing 
different controls in a plurality of sub-areas inside said 
first operation area when said pointer is moved in said 
first area"" in said second state. 
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